
CHRISTMAS.
Hew the Old Holiday Was Ushered In

and Kept

BRIGHT SKIES AND A HAPPY" CITY.

The Day in the Street!, in the Churche* and
in the Institutions.

THE POOR REMEMBERED.

Observance of the Festival Out
side the City.

MUSIC AND FEASTING.

Santa Claus Visits the Prisons,
Hospitals and Schools.

When the sun rose, chasing night into the past.
Old Santa Claus gathered up his skirts and Hurried
to tbe coach of Time to take lit* yearly notes.
Almost with the sun that was 10 light the day or
tbe birth of Christ, the myriad marie* of the
grizi-y king ot good cneer jumped irom their beds
and rushed to the mysterious stockings to see
what the King bad sent them. Then such a scene
oe«au us is rarely seen In an; household
more than once a your.on Christmas
Day. 'Ihe happy owners of the well filled
itocklngs rushed to display the liberality of the
fod of KUts. and joy ana laughter, greetings and
merriment took possession oi many houses. Yes¬
terday's sun was iu graceiui keeping with the
general features of the time. The dav was in
every sense a glorious one. All that could be de-
ilred of the weather it promised and gave, and
ill the peoylc who could be away from home
were out to enjoy it. as the morning wore ou

tbe streets commenced to show signs ol the holi¬
day Ilie that was already retcnlnsr in such num¬
bers of homes. The churches were early filled,
and crowds went, on, passing to and irom
them until Ion* alter midday. Closed stores
and a general cessation from labor gave a sab¬
bath sanctity and reserve to the day outside, very
different irom the Christmas echoes of the pre¬
vious evening. Then

BUNDLES AXI> BA3EET3
Feemed to have proclaimed the beginning of tne
fHe throughout the city.In the Markets, the
stores, the squares, the streets and the avenues.
They were everywhere; on men's shoulders, on
tlielr ba?ks and in tnelr hinds; in shops, in

wagons, in coaches, in carta and
In wheelbarrows: women carried them
and children struggled beneath tha weight of fes¬
tival toys. They were of every shape and size and
quality. They were long and short, thick and
thin, round and square. Tiicy contained all sorts
of things, and ail the things were Christmas
presents.presents lor boys and girls, presents
for youth< aud maidens, presents for men and
women, and neaps or presents lor graudlathers
and grandmothers. They were then made op in
shops and ooened yesterday in homes. Their con-
tents were gatherei by children, lovers, sweet¬
hearts, husbands, wives and, even batchelors.
Scores of people who scarce bad time then
lo look at their own lu the general rush
tied up bundles or crammcd more thlnga into al¬
ready bursting basketB lor other*. Those lor
whom thev were being tied up anl crammed
looked on from outside tbe counters la gild antici¬
pation of the piea»ure they would give to those for
whom they were intended. They spoke of every
gentle ieellng centred in the human heart. Love
was bound up lu them lor lathers, mothers,
brothers, sisters, wives, sweethearts, Ii lends, and
relatives. Desires to give delight were woven In
with the donkey carts and wagons, with the tam¬
bourines and nddies, with tbe humming tops and
drums, with the easy chairs and tables, and with
tne

PICTURE* AND PIANOS.
ihey we:e then enwrapt with gratitude and

hope, reverence and joy. affection and esteem,
admiration and respect, aud opened yesterday
with me corresponding sentiments enhanced a
thousand loid in tbe bis hearts of tbe little re¬
cipients. something good natnred aad kind and
Uoiv and hearty rose out of them when they
were undone that nlled the air as well as the
hearts r all *ho crowded round to investigate
tnelr mysteries. Christinas day and Christmas
time and Christmas goodness aud Christ¬
mas cneer. was so inteoso In tneui
that thev were almost ruuning through the
strings and paper. Uubounded In her delight tne
cmld went round to show what was in li%r parcel
to every ute and make tliem sharei s in her nappi-
uess. The maiden flushed and the white-haired
ladv by tne fire went back in memory io the days
when nhe was a "mid and maiden. As she looked
»t iue last silt rrom an etergiving hand the eyes
dimming beneath the crash of years grew ought
and moist and tney saw beside It the ft: at
gut or the *,111)10 lover and the manv others that
uad come with eacu succeeding Christmas, as
times rolled on with the lives or both. She remem¬
bered when i ue head now wuite as her own was
young and black like many around her, and she
thougn', too, ot a hundred guts tnat had been
sent to tier, which were jet tu tne luture lor them.
The trusting love and steadv faith oi which eacu
Christmas brought new prooi were presant to hsr
mind, and she looked happily on those about
her wh > were gilts to him as well as her. and
snently blessed the hand that sent them ail. It
was as pleasant to sea and think on those who
opened the bundles lesteraav.wnether they
were sent by Sunta clans or somebody e.se more
tangible.as It was to look on those who sent or
brought tnem the night oeiore. 'ihe young man
standing betore ihe treasures of a shop window
and wondering wnat he would get, ami trying :o
cnoose between wnat ue would aud what he could,
te Us as

TRCE A STORY
«f the time as the head of the family at the head j
oi '-be board and all the uappv young heads around
it nervously impatient to attack tne heaped up
viands. Tbe turkeys und gcesc and chickens
tnat nad caused sucn a stuffing of baskets on
Christmas Eve were yesterday set out stuffed in
turn upon the tables, aud soon alter lots oi little
bovs and girls were lu a similar condi¬
tion with their Christmas dinners. I be effect
was uot confined to the boys und gins euner.
More than one of the easy-uoing, satisfied
gentlemen who sit with such dignity at the head
oi the tabic, wnether lu dress coats or shirt
sleeves, felt obliged to con,ess to the old lady
shortly aiter tbe taint was over that her puna
pudding was oi such excellent quality that be was
tempted beyond Ms comiortaole capacity, of
course tbe old lady suggested a nip of the ..ilxty-
one" in tne cellar as a settler, and the old gentle*
man felt bound to comply with a direction of
»o excellent a nature and try the effect
a' such a timely remedy. But while
ihe great fires blazed in the rich man's
nouse, and the monster decorated rounds or bael
itiii turkeys and geese and chicken mane Ins
;abiegroan with their weight and quantity, and the
.sixty-one ? floweu aud tin: puncn bowl steamed,
tnd /oung and old laughed and danced and sang,
and wives and maidens were kissed bencaui
lbe mistletoe, the poor were not lorgotten.
Ihev. too, were treated to a Christmas. The ncii
man had spared irorn nis abundance that the hard
pressure of poverty may be for the mcmem
raided irom thaafflicted, and tne toiler shared h.s
in tie wirn tn«m.

.| hose who were poor by c iance, those who were
poor by age. those who were poor l>v a superior
will and those wno were poor because they are
not yet able to help tiicmseives, were all proviued
fni ,in <narna iie nanus dealt out, to ttiem the
thinu- contributed lor their Christmas*
dinner, ilie Christmas baskets ancl the
Christmas bundles ui Christmas hvc which
were bought and sold, carrion und sent by a rush¬
ing, pushing. hustling. busy, noisy, laughiiw,
cnaffltin, eager turong, were the signal oi the
¦eason. Tne? began the carnival ol Christmas
that was > estem a* in tne psopie'* laces coming
straight up itoin tlielr heart*, that was in their
voice and manner, that wn« paying in their
parlors, tnat was sung oi in mcir churches, that
was courting turougn tue air.

ST. THOMAS' CHURCH.
At Rt. Thomas' church, corner Fifth avenne and

Fi.iy-tbird street, the arrangementa lor the cel¬
ebration of the natal day ot th» lledecmer wcro
made upon a scale of magnificence and grandenr
mussel even with the well known liberality oi
the Congregation. The pu pit. tne chancel, snd,
n ieed, the whole interior or the church was

yromaely decorated wltb garlands ol evergreen
tad natural flowers. Tbe music wa« grand ami

inspiring, aitooujti naturally of a joyous cbarac-

ter, tod the onarcti wa« crowded to «xceis from
the beginning or the service uotu the end. Per-
nap* curiosity may have had something to do with
the latter met, a* it was understood that Kins
Kaiaitaua had signified hi* acceptance 01 an in¬
vitation to attend service. At ad events those
or the congregation wno went irotn
motives ot curiosity were not disappointed,
as shortly aiter eleven o'clock me King
and party, escorted uy Aldermen Giloo,
Kocu and Kelir and Assistant Alderman
Unless. were couducted to heats in tne centre
aisle, which bad oeeu reserved lor them. The
leieuratiou lor the oav was inaagurated with
chimes oy Mr. Toulmaa st »ix A. M. There was a
"sunrise service" at seven o'clock, with collects
and Christmas carois. and the special grand ser¬
vice at eleven A. M. The p> ogrammeol the music at
tne eleven o'clock service. wincn was rigidly carried
out, w4s js loiluus:.rroccsaional, "Hark! toe
Herald Angeis sing" Mendelssohn; "Venue," 8th
toup (irejjorian: "Te Ileum Laudamus," anthem
in K major, Alfred H. Pea»e; . Ueaedictus,''an-
tnem in (; major, G. vv. Warren: introu, irom
"Cnristus" (Horn an unfinished oratorio). Men¬
delssohn; "K»rie," -cnubert; hymn, -Messiah
it King,'' G. W. warren; ascription, "Glory to
God in the Highest." Mozart; orteitory, ..Peace
on Eartn, Good Will to Men," Gounod ipas-
torate lor so:i, quarter, chorus and harp ot>-
linato); <* n le-couiuiumou. ..Angels irom Kealtns
oi Glory," G. W. Warren (wi:li an especial
part ior a cart Ion ol twenry-rive i>ellsi: "ier
saoctus," Keethoven; hvmn. -I), Come, All Ye
Kaithiui;" traditional, "Gloria in hxceisis,'' uu-
tuem in G major, ur. Edward Hodges; reces¬
sional, "Nativity Hymn," Gounod. The music
vai under toe direction of Mr. George W.
Warren, tne organls*, who was assisted bj Mrs. p.
D. Guiasjer, soio soprano; Miss Louise Fincn, solo
coutra.to; Mr. J. K. Xilson, soloienor; Mr. !. E. |
Morawski, solo basso; Mr. C. H. Talcott, basso
second .; Mr. A. t. Tuulmin, harpist, and a chorus
ol over filn artists. Uelore the >acraruent of the
hoiy communion tne rector. Hev. William F. Mor-
gaii, U. 1'.. preached a short sermon, taking his I
text iroin Psaim 45 u.."lbou art lairer than
the children of men." The rector said:.
This lestival or the nativity is attended
wild increased attention and is creating a
more protouud Interest .is the ages roil on. It is
a strange lati. but one which history be.>rs out,
mat wane t..e plan ol redemption met witti the
most detei mined oppo'ition. ana wm.e the dis¬
ciple* were most utterly persecuted. It is coll-
stabtiv gain nz strength bv its adaptability to tne
sympathies aud necessitirs and io the wants of
men. Philosophers may argue, then, that the nar-
rative ol Christ's coming upon eartn, the mystery
oi His birth aud the record oi His life, win e it may
inspire interest, is not entitled to credence, be¬
cause it does not appeal to the reason, lor the Gos¬
pel was intended to make its appeal to tne human
heart and not ro tns intellect, inereiore we re¬
joice to-day :hat what to the intellect la a mys¬
tery to the heart is an eternal trutn. Douoters
are uot unwilling to admit tne existence or uod
so long as they can connne Htm to a bemg majes-
tical and powerful. They admit His being oat tuey
scorn His love. A G>d having ior suffering
humanity a helping, interfering, practical love, a
love tlrnt studies sorrow and assuages it.-a love
that even makes sorrow a discipline; this the
doubters can neither einertain nor comprehend.
We, on the contrary, as members oi tne Christian
Church, accept that love wntch relates to ns, thai
love which redeems us irotu sin, which comforts,
guides aud elevates us. Yes, we accept a love
like tnis, lor as God is luflmte In all minors so is He
infinite in His tender affection*. This is the secret
oi our joy to-day. Unman reason never could
have devised a uay like tins, a day combining
Ucaveu and eartn aud G«d with man. U is a di¬
vine method. It is the answer oi God to tne
yearnings ol the human soul. He has placed Him-
sell witniu our rcacli. lie sends this message,
¦.Ye shall and the tmbe wrapped in swaddling
clotnes and lying m a manger. There is not an
inuivniual iu all this vast assemblage but wno is
by thia enabled to say ior himseli, " Into us a
child is born, unto us a son if given." This is our
God, we have waited for iiiifi, He will come and
save us. !>r. Moriran tnen re vie wan the character
oi Jesus, dwelling especially upon the puri'.y of
tli» Hie and showing that in all things He was in-
dee'! "lairer than the children of men" and that He
alone or an the men whoever lived on earth was
iree from tne contagion oi siu.

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.
The services At the Cathedral yesterday were

very impressive. The festival of ctirlatmaa being
one or the greatest in the Churcn of coarse every¬
thing was done that could be done tasteluiiy in
the way of decoration to make the Interior of the
sacred edifice wear au aspect or more than
usual grandeur. No attempt had been made at
decorating rhe main body of the building, but
the grand altar was most beauttiully adorned.
Not only was trie altar itself ablaze with a thou¬
sand lights, but the walls of the sanctuary were
hung with wreaths of evergreens, aud irom their
topmost height lighted tapers threw down upon
the rlc.i gold clotn wnich hung in glittering lolds
irom the stand where the candelabras were
ranged a flood of light that was per-
lectly bewildering. Tue side altars, too,
were neatly decorated and rendered
bright and beautiful by the numerous lighted oan-
ales which were placed in clusters on either side
of the statues.

thi mass.
There was a pontifical mass, the celebrant being

Archbishop McCloskoy, Her. Fathers Kane and
McNamee acting as deacon ana sub deacon re-

spectlvely. The Archbishop and the deacon and
suo-deacon, as well as the Vicar General and the
other priests, were attired in rich vestments that
ar* worn ODIjr on rhe ..evasion 01 great festivals

I tie musical purt of tne services was superb
The mass sung was the Messe bolenueUe. ' St.
Cecilia, t>y Gounod. Mr. Gusravus Scbmuz pre-
sided at tne organ and there was a chorus of lortv
voices. 1 lie "\enl Creator," just previous to tne
sermon was sung oy Mrs. fcfiiennch, and at the
Gradual the "Adeste Mdeleg" was sung witn mncii
expression by Mrs. Giles, who ai*o*ano Cheru-

j
,DI 8 mV*., eiu R®Uerai»tor." Mrs. orosz sang -o

Jesii Ml. The mn*t attractive parr* of the
weri the "Gloria," soprano solo

with chorns accompaniment. The "Et Inearmi
tus'' teizetto and cnorus was splendidly rendered
as was the "Agnus Dei".reuor and soprano
rllo'rtAMn. From b,)«"DUlD«f K> eud ibe
rendering of this mass was magnificent.

T0K SERMON.
The sermon was delivered by the Rev. father

ST. 2i», reTe.r#D<L »e"'leman took ior
ins text, For God so loved rhe world that He
gave His only begotten Won." Ac. The discourse
was quite brief. Goa, tne Father, he saidwas in?
^i^_pt"reVJ80VereWD- 'Odcpenoenr. He said that
nothing could in any way eitner add to or take
trom His happiness: for, being Infinite, from Him
proceeded every thing ti.at ever waa or is. Norn-
mg eouid enter into existence witnout His ner-
miasion. Ho then spoke of tne creation oi man
arguing that man was brougnt into the world
tnrougn Goo s love ior him, and then pointed out
how ever a ter He nad, as an ev.dence ot tl.ar,
love, tnongh man had become a re'jei
and deserved to be destroyed because of
ins sins, given him His oi.lv Son7 TioS
he said, was innoite goodness as well as Infinite
justice. His love was a love oi action, not a mere
love ol words, like our own was as a general ruic
He nad not only, been patient with man, but had
showered blessings upon mm even wnen he de¬
served wrath and desrrnctton; and when He did
send His Son to us as a teacaer as one alter whom
we might reauiate our own lives, He aenc Htm in
the must attractive lorrn, in that oi

. . _ _
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He might have sent Him as an avenger, to crush
""'".lau; but His great love ior man

2?o«*rwi«e. The revereno gentleman
tuen snowed how ungrateiul men were ,or all that
God in his mercy and goodness had done
ior them, and was daily doing tor them, and how

tnal we the midst of
the bustie and excitement oi the world, think
,n^ye t?',llfW^ao 01 "" goodness and act accord¬
ingly. ior God gave every one ol us rhe grace we
stood in need of to save our souls. We stood in

^,n1,1t>u' though He dm not need us, He

TirinJfS re.H''' helP "*» t" give us courage and
s'rength. li we lost our souls it would oe through

fault aD(l D01, tl,at 01 (i°d, who wuned
that the dinner might oe saved rather than lost.

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH.
The congregation who worship In &t. Stephen's

accepted yesterday with joy and alacrity the
church's Christmas Invitation, "Adeste Fideles"
(tie present, ye faithful). At hal/.past lour o'clock
in the morning soiemn hi*h mass was celebrated
by Mie Rev. Dr. McOiynn, assisted by ihe Rev.
Fatner Macaaley as dcaton, and/he Rev. Fainer
Byron as sub-deacon, in presence of moie tnan
6.300 men and women, assembled to join in "tne
Song of the Angels," "Gloria in ExciHis Heo," Ac.,
and thus do Utting honor to the birthday of re¬

demption. Wfiue the high moss was being sung
by Dr. McGlyhn in the cnurch three low masses

were said by the llev. Father Tlssot, s. J., iq ine
basement chapel, at which assisted laige congrc-
gat:ons. 1 lie Rev. Father Kyron celebrated, at
hall-past nine o'clock A. M., a m(Mtt cantata ior
tne children ot the parish, of whom about 3,soo
were present. Iri al, seventeen masses were cele¬
brated yesterday in this church, at wnicn no lewer

than 3o.000 assisted, and of these about 4,ooo re

cciven holy communion.
The lost high mass was snng by the Rev. Father

McCready, with the Re7. Fathers Byron and c»r-
roll as deacon and sub-deacon. The eotire cere¬

monial was under 'he direction of Kev. W. p. Co*-
tigan and passed oiT without the slightest hitch or

mishap. >pattino's mas* was performed in a

rar»mi and attntit manner. The -'Kyrie Lieiion "

« chorus sunjoci 11 Kieai merit, was interpie-ed
wun dm irehng ami issie. in me -oioria" the
l>oiinn« Den*," a very florid soprano solo, and

the "uui louis." an exquisite trio ior tenor, alto
reeeirtMl excellent treatment at me

,ri® The "Genltnni tion Factum"
ii>o m. /.' 14 tenor ,<olo« v*rv Huggesfive of
toe m'jauiug conveyed in tho poncntioua words,

was well reodertdby Mr. Ronwyn. The "Afnns
I)ei " a soprano solo. was done lull justice to b.
\lme. Hrcdelil. me abteuce of the usual *
wni c«nip.Q4®1®^ 'or o? tto® flximned plu)iugo
the orifanl-t, Mr. Daulorth.

»t. Stephen's naa been called the home of ecc.es
astical art, but never did It show to better ad¬
vantage than vesteroav. The aanctuaiy wan brll-
lianuy illuminated. aud tue counties# light* du»-
mated to auvaut.ge tue delicate and magnificent
tracings oi the beautiful statuettes winch nil tne
iiu-neo of ih» muroie altars. High above me u>er-
u»cie bung a star Hi gaejets, which sparged as an
euinien: <>i tn«' if ad tidings of the day, while
wre.itas and bouquets of the choicest exotics >le-
corateJ tue high a.tar. on the Virgin* altar were.
amon; other Horai devices, two crosses of cart)*-
tions reclining on lambs lormed or lilies. " H"in
tn* sanctuary rails waa a lile-Uke tnluuttire o: me
get-up at Uethleaem. Tne piliara 01 the cnurctt and
balustrades of tne gulleries were tasteiuily deco¬
rated with wreaths and evergreens.
Alter tue sdugiug oi tne drat gospel of the last

high ma.*s tue Kev. Dr. McOlynn delivered a ais-
course ol great power and eloquence on Je*us
Christ. He bjsed his argument lur tne divinltr oi
Christ on the first verses oi tne Gospel a .-cording
to at John, anu proved irom "the UoUleu Gospel
mat the divine attrioures of eterany. immensity,
omnipotence and omniscience were predicated or
tne Word. Tue Word, the wisdom ol the eternal
(,od, was in tne beginnlug.tuat is to »ar, existed
in eternitv. -rue Word was Ood,' equal to the
Father hi nature and attribute*. The \\ordcame
unto lils own. «nd His own knew Hnn not. trns
reproach is as applicable to tne preseui genera
:ion as to that oi which »u Johu wrote, ineouiy
way to escape the reproach la to learn ol Him.
wuo was uoru iu a manser, who, a« He uiuiseii
says, was meek and humble of heart, and thus de-
1-erve to be called -sons ol Ood."
The vesoer service in the aiternoon was taken

from A.-ioli and Mercadante. Donizetti's .'Aluia
Rtderaptoris" and Danforth's "Tanium Ergo'
were given tn good style oy the soioists, who were
admirably supported uy a well-drilled aud eitlcieut
chorus, the Lie v. Dr. Mcoiynn, assisted by the
Kev. Fathers McCrtady, Costi«can and Carroll,
officiated.

TRINITY CHUBCH;
Tne attendance at the forenoon iervices in Trin¬

ity church was even greater than usual on CUrist-
mas Day. The tide of people, yoang and old, that
flowed in the direction of this time-honored aud
cherished sacred edifice manifested In a potnted
manner the increasing reverence and attention in
which the festival is ueld. The tuneful and iuerflr
sonnd of the bells gatheredjthousands, only a small
portion ol whom could find entrance within the
walls of the church.
The services wore conducted on a grand ana

Impressive scale. The body ol the churcu was
proiuseiv decorated wtiti evergreens and tne altar
almost covered wirn rare and exotic flowers, lne
sermon pteaciied was listened to witu marked at¬
tention. Tne words of the reverend speaker
were directed principally to the lessons that ought
ro be derived ir«.m 'im almost mconceivaole good¬
ness oi Almighty God 111 giving up nis ouly begot¬
ten son to be the Redeemer ol maukind. ins
music, as alwavs la the caas tn Trinity cnurclt on
solemn lestivala, was yesterday ol a high stand¬
ard.

ST. FRANCIS XAVEER'S CHURCH.
Solemn high mass was celebrated at St. Francis

Xavier's church, Sixteenth street, at nalt-past ten
ycaterday morning, beiore an Immense congrega¬
tion.
The altars, gallery, facings, pillars and dome

were artistically decorated with bouquets or
Southern flowers and festoons of evergreens.
Thousands of gas lets burned above the nigh altar,
tn the centre of which was lormed a cross, and
immediately beneath the dome tvas a picture of
St. Francis Xavter, the great apostle of the Indlas.

MOZART'S TWELFTH MASS
was ushered in oy tne organist. Dr. William Berge,
with a grand chorus of thirty voices, as the pro¬
cession of clergymen marched in irom the vestry
to the sanctuary. The Rev. F. Iludon, S. J., Presi¬
dent of St. Francis Xavier's College, officiated as
celebrant; Rev. F. Terdier, deacon, and Rev. Mr.
Pardo as sub-deacon. There were also twenty-
lour acolytes, whose neat surplices, casaocks ami
birretanu added much to the loveliness or
the scenc. The "Kyrle" was played and sung
with a thrilling effect. Alter its cou-
elusion followed the magnificeut "Gloria," by a

grand chorus.. The" -Qui tollis" of this beautiful
composition was rendered by a quartet aud chorus.
and the ..Quonlam tu Soiua Sanctus" by a solo
quartet. At the grand lugue ..Cum Sancw> Spir-
ltus " the congregation appeared electrified by
the effect. The -Credo" opeueo with a lull chorus,
the "IncamaiuB est" of wnicii was rendered by
Mr Tamaro, tenor solo, wnile the oilier voices
came alternately in, making an absolutely striking
"tie "Ressurrexil" was performed In a most. Joy-
lui manner, apoiourlatc to too words, anu iu ft
way wtiicn was wortny of a Mozart. Then cauie at
the "Offertory" the beautilui Christmas hymn,
..Adeste Fideles," which has been taken irom tne
Gregorian uy ma, and arranged lor four voices, ac-
conipan.ed by a string quartet iu the first verse,
The same chorus sung tne second \erse.tlie so-
Drano portion oi the choir introducing a variation,
and the well known vocalist, ft-iss ier^sa u erxicke,
rendering the solo, with violin accompaniment.
The third verse was a baritone solo oy Signor Ra-
celll with violoncello obliyato, and a cliorus of so-
nrano, alto and tenor. Tne effect produced by tne
reuditiouoi this composition was peculiarly uraud
and entrancing, and especially so wiion the lourth
and last verse was suddenly pltcoed a third higher
lor the chorus, band, tympani, cvinoals and organ.
The -sanctus," as tne word implies, w:is solemnly
rendered, alter which lollowed tne "Fleni suus
Ceil," a ijeauuitil allegro. Tlien came the "Bene-
dictus." an admirable quartei, which gave acuance
to the soto quartet to show forth accurately aud
lmurcssiveiy their vocal power. This was termi¬
nated by such a Joyiul ..hosanna" as made every
heart rejoice aud remember tnat It was ccrtainly
CDTh«tlfa"lt part of tne mass musically illustrated
bv tne choir, orchestra and organist, was tne
. Abuus Dei".Lamb of Ood. This Is a composi¬
tion which stands alone in its excellence even
among the composition of Mozart. '"Dona noois
uacem".give us peace.the most solemn part ol
this annealing ejaculation, was prayeriuliy and
artistically given uy Miss Mary Werneke, and cou-cmde'l with a lull chorus. The whole mass was
oeriormed without omitting a singie note.
The R«v. F. Iralnor. S. J., preacned the sermon

on the significance ol the great Christian iestival,
assuring the congregation at its close mat Christ
our Lord camt on earth to make us ail happy. «lad
aud virtuous. Vespers were sung at live o clock
P. M.

ST. ALBANS CHURCH.
At St. Alban's church, Forty-seventh street and

Lexington avenne yesterday morning the ccfnrre-
Ration somewhat exceeded tn point of numbers
the usual attendance. The services, whlon were
of tlie highest ritualistic order, were conducted
by Wev. C. W. Morrill, the rector. Tlie floral dec¬
orations, wblch were furnished by tlie ladies or the
congregation, were most profuse and had a very
pleasing efleot. The altar was decorated witti
wreaths, stars and crosses wrought in white tube¬
roses, while irimi the roof of trie chancel were hnng
heavy ie-toons 01 evergreens *» nicii almost con-
cea.ed the cemnjt. The pulpit and read¬
ing desic were nlso beautuully decked
with colored flower* lnternunplcd wltn ever-
greens. The lont was one niar.s of
vai legated flowers, while ou the top was mounted
an elegant cross composed of noiiy and laurel
leaves and dlflereut colored ilor.ers. Tlie choral
services by tnccnoir wure excellently rendered and
were as oilowa:.Processional.Hymn ti. First in-
troir, Psalm »s; .second lutroir, Psalm 8. "Kvne,"
"(Jlorlat ibi,"creed,"Sursurn Corda," 'Agnus I>ci.''
Uencdiciuj, "liioria in Excelals." "Manuscript."
hequence.Hymn 43. Antnem.-'In tuc lleginnlog
was the Word," Allen. Host Communion.Hymn
345. Processional.Nunc Dltnlttla: Peregrine Tone.
The sermon was appropriate io trio uav and was
delivered by the rector, who chose for his text the
tmrd cnapttr ot.-t. John and the sixteenth verse.
"For Uod so lovou the world that lie gave his only
begotten Hon, that whosoever Mltevetn In him
should not perish, out have everlasting Hie."

THE REDEMPTORIST CHURCH, IN
THIRD STREET.

The Redemptorist church, in Third street, was

yesterday crowded with immense congregations
at every service. The first high mass was cele¬
brated shortly alter four o'clock A. M. the ce.e-
brant beiug Hev. Fat>er Holrer, the deac m Rev.
Father Preis, the sub-deacon Hev. Father Merger
and the master of ceremonies Rev. Father Wirth,
who Is director of tnia branch of the Order. The
Rev. Father Merger, at the conclnMon ol the high
mass, celebrated three manes successively, this
being a privilege peculiar to the festival. These
masses naving been ended, the Rev. Father Preis
celebrated t*o masses successively, tne flrst being
a high masa, and he was loliowe l oy the Rev. l a¬
ther Klein.«edam, who also celebrated two masse*.
Tnus at the principal altar from* lour o'clock A. M.
a nuccession of masses was constantly kept up
until tne grand high ina-H, wnich commenced at a

quarter past ten. At this service a sermon w:u
preached by the Rev. Father Wirth, who took his
text ir >m the goepel ol the day.

i lie music at the three high nia«srs was very
fine, especial preparation navlnn been made by
the organist lor the CnrmtstM festival. At the
earnest service Weber's mass in () was given wnn
mil orchestra, and ti.e eKeu was superb, the icu.-
tot Mat tnis wai the (its* woiship tor the great
natal day being evidenced In the devotional a«peci
of the congrt-Katioii. At the eight o'clock nigh
mass the music of M. J.cinuigcr was given, an«t
at the graud high mass b'ginning ai a quarter

past ten Mozart's So. 7 was the ejection. the or»
nanist, cuoir and mil orchestra exerting tnero-
.elve* to tlie utmost ami achieviug a complete
eucces*, as wa« eagerly attested by most compe-
tent judges oi good music who were among toe
congregation. In tne afternoon, at three o'clock
vespers wen- «une, the music being T. A. Schmidt's,
with « lull orchestra: and in t.ie evening, at seven
o'clock. "Benediction or the Blessed Sacrament''
closed tne ciinstmas festival, the cnotr rendering
favorite niotrmuj: suitable to the various parts
Uewt.ging to the service.

I he church was not especially decorated all
over no evergreen chain* connecting the pillars,
as is sometnnei customary on lestival occa-iots.
nur was tue sanctuary made unusually pleasing
with a prolusion.of flowers. The lights on the
high altar, however, were iunnr>ei less, and iu
t eir excellent arrangement into ciu»ters ha<l a
fine effect when *een irom the bo fy o the church.
The feature oi tlie sanctuarv was the beautiful
crib, which was to be seen on the St. Joseph's
aiur. This was surrounded with evergreens
a.id tastefu.lv placed Ur trees and waa canopied
with an artistic design of green leaves. The sym¬
bols near tne crib were tue wise men ircin the
hast, tcneeiiug beside the child, wnne figures of
tna Blessed Virgin and Si. Joseph stood watching
at tne head and feet of tne infant Saviour. Thou¬
sands of persons visited the church during the
day to see the crib and leave a little alms -tor tne
poor orphans, in whose behalf a receptacle was
laid lu front of the altar.

ST. IGNATIUS' CHURCH.
St. Ignatius' church yesterday was one mass

of green. Crosses ana stars and wreaths were

Hang in ev<#ry available place. In iront of tne
altar were three arches of green, the centre one
being surmounted by a large cross. All round the
church, in each panel, hung white satin banners,
embroidered with mottoes in green and gold.
Across the end of the church were the words,
.'(Jlory to God in the highest; peace on earth,
good wl'.l toward men," also embroidered on
wniie satin in green and gold. The altar was
trimmed witn flowers and made brilliant by the
llgnt of many candies.
The services were opened by the boy choir.

They commenced singiu* before they were visible,
end eutered the church, marching slowly down
tne side atBle and up the centre one, to the aitar,
singing as they went. "Let us now go even unto
Betiilenem." They were followed by Dr. Ewer.
The musical programme was a flue one, and

rendered entirely by the boy choir under the
charge ot Choir Master James Maciaury, The pro¬
gramme lor the nudnignt mass and the hall-past
ten o'clock A. M. service was Processional,
"Adeste Fldells;»litany hymn, ancient and modern.
Introit, flrst celebration, ntuety-eightn psalm; sec¬
ond celdoration, eighth psalm. ..Kyrle," Dalkin;
sequence, "Bright, biignt In stiver light;''
"Gloria Tibl," Cutler; "credo," Nicenc; offenoiy,
"The Murvelluus Work," Mayaeu; "Sauctus,"
"Beneilictus." Kuhlan; hymn of udorarion,
"Breau ol ihe World;" "Agnus I)cl," adapted;
"Gloria in Exceisis." Gregorian; "Nunc Dlmittis."
Recessional, -Hark! the herald angeis sing."

Dr. Ewer said, after the man, services held
sluce last night, alter the latigues of the niiiht, 1
am nardly able to speak long to you and will not
impose a sermon ouyou: furthermore, l am dlsin-
cuned. after t.ie admirable discourse of i'roiessor
Hall, to say auy tiling tha*, might tenu to dim aie
impression. You could not heip being struck with
many ol his illustrations; his illustration* of Jesus

PASSINU 11Y Tilt ANQEI.S
and takinz our nature was beatituul, suppose he
hau passed by our nature and takeu the nature of
a Drute wouid we have done as tne angels did.
anuouucea the lacioi ins birtn with halieiujahs ?
To-day there Is one passage that kcepa repeat¬

ing itself in n:y recollection. "Sir, we would
see Jesus." On Thursday aiter Holy Week these
words were said; thoy were said by the Greeks,
not the Jews. Jesus was standing 111 the court of
Israel, and the Greeks standing alar off said to
l'nilip, "Sir, wo would see Jesus," and I'nlltp toid
the Lord and the blessed Loru stepped uown out
01 the court 01 Israel into the court 01 tne Gentiles,
that tney might see Jesus, on, this has been the cry
ol the world in effect lor a thousand years; it wasa
du.nbjearniuir. ihey hau read the bookotna-
ture, but had not the key to unlock Its mysteries.
Toere were turce great mysteries whleu it was

essential that they snouid understand.llrst, What
ia Godr second, What is the moral law,
wuat are the laws oi God ? and third, What
oi the icture stitei* Oh, we mat are aitor Christ
caunot realize the darkness they wereiul Sys¬
tems of morals and philosophy had risen, given
hope and vanished. How were they to kuow what
was God? How were they to kuow what were the
laws and the .uture state unless a man should
tail tneui? Pnllip said to the eunuch, "Cuder-
staudest thou what thon roadest*" and tne eunuch
said, "How can 1 undeistand unless some inau
shaii tell mer" How. indeed, could they know
these mysteries unless some man should tell
them? Dot tor thousands ot rears there was no
one to tell them, aud they groped in darkness. A
in in must tell uetn, and that man mnst be God,
tne God man. Oh, impossible this union ot the
mortal and tne immortal, the finite ana infinite.
Man conceives some possible scneme, but infinite
Goo makes possime tnat which to poor human
nature was impossible. Credible, tuereiore, is the
incarnation ol

GOD IN MAS. I
"Sir, we would see Jesus," is still the cry of

Christians and will be to the end of time, not be-
cause christians do not understand the three
mysteries, but for the reason that the* do know
titer yearn for the luture lite because they know
what Jesus is. They yearn to ben-jld tue beatific
vlstun in ueaven. Let us eaten the spirit ol this
lestival and make ourselves one with tuose who
were in Belhleuem eighteen hundred years ago.

ST. MARK'S CHURCH.
St. Mark's church was crowded yesterday to its

almost capacity oy a fashionable congregation to
listen to the Christmas sermon by the pastor,
Dr. Rylance. He took hia text irom Micah, v.<

2."But thou, Bethelcm Ephrata, though thon
oe little among the thousands of Judab, yet out
of ihee shall he come lorib nnio me that Is to tie
ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting." The sermon was
a most impren«lre one In every respect, the sub-
Jeot matter being tue birth oi the saviour of tne
world. The minister spoke most leulingiy oi the
birth of the babe in the manner that one day was
to be tne saviour oi' mankind, of His trials while ou
earth, oi the good He did, me example ue set for
us to lollow, and tt;e requests He made of us when
He took His departure to sit at the light nand or
His Heaveulv i-atiier. Tue commands He leit us
to keep, said the divine, were not hard to keep, aud
the reward we should reap hereafter was greater
than man could conceive. On tills blessed day,
said the preacher, all should rejoice, because it was
tl.e natal day oi Him who died on tne cross that
we mignt live, on tins day let the mean man
grow liberal, lor. the poor man take heart aud let
the contented man (.'row happier.
The cnurcti wan beautiluUy decorated with Dow-

ers and evergreeus. i he chancel and pulpir, were
trimmed with heavy lestoons oi laurel aud a large
ami magnificent star of evertrreens was pendant
ou the wall at the back of the puiplt. The music
was most appropriate and embraced the loiiow-
luir
Opening."Shout the Glad Tidings".Wilson;

"Venite." ch int.Boyce; "Gloria Patrl." anthem.
Dr. Clare W. Beanies; Te Deum Festival iu D
(manuscript).Dr. Clare W. Beaines; Jubilate.
Mcndeissohu, E riar.

CHRIST CHURCH.
The congregation of worshippers at this elegant

and spacious Episcopal church, corner of Tnirty-
fifth street and Filth aveuue. yesterday morning
was, if possible, larger and more fashionable than
ever. There was no teckless prolusion displayed
in the decorations, but the simple arrangement of
evergreens, winch were gracefully festooued irom
arch to arch, wound around the massive pillars,
and disposed like the rays of a pencil of light
above the chancel, gave the church a very pleasing
appearauoe.
The only flowers visible were in bouquets upon

the aitar. and directly above these was suspended
a large ii.uminated star. Chrntmaj trees were

placed along the sides ol the church.
Tlie sermon was very appropriate to the occa-

sIod, and had lor us subject "Tne Birth of Christ."
Tne world instinctively ceebrates this great birth¬
day, tt.e revercud speaker began, and this in¬
stinct always asserts use!'. Ever since the world
gao oe ereat discoverers and men wno have be¬
come great in particular ways have had the days
oi ttieir irtn remembered oy their country. Bui
to day, nut oniv one nation, but all tne Christian
uatious, unite m coiebratina the birtn of tne great¬
est oi discoverer* -the world s great Deliverer.
ID- ca.ied uimseli the *on oi .Man.
Oi a the birthdays we keep there are none like

tin*, "tio :o Betiiiehein and you snail find a baoe
wrapped in swaadiing ciothes, lying in a manger."
The hunger was open to the sky aoov,e and bound
around by an enclosure. After Joseph aud Maiy
had made their wav to the ancestral city everv
alcove in tne mn was occupied, arid tue only pia;*#
leu lor them was in ta open .space anion* the
cattle. We can conceive o. nothing more abject.
Without. any help or sympathy to ine inslaeu
mother <;iirt«t was burn into the world. And yet
on the p ains outside the heavens were opened to
men watching by their (locks, and when they
came to Hetuiehem heaven's angels were s ng-
lEiif. and there was the child in tue
<ut:!e sued, ll we would keep the butnday,
tiHTciore, we mini go where they went.to the
manger. Only to tne eye iliumiucd by Ooj's light
did lhe light irom heaven »hiue. No wonder they
thought it a strange beginning lor s.i giaiid an
end. IVe do ho: aiuue in this nay, but. we stand
mound the loau^ei ami accept the reality und not
tlie semblance.

'in# lesson oi t'if> manger was a sign to us and
all the world m wimi is sacred. He was the cniiu
oi sorrow, ton «ri<i pnm. I'overtv ami loneli¬
ness lire not tne puui-hmenf or Clod. What seems
loneliness and shame are not aiwajs so in the eyes
ol (iud. I here i.s iio little wanderor in tue street,
no outcast. hild in the but lias a oivihe guard
an1 shield over it. There Is not u cradle tu any '

household but It Is blessed by group* or ibwIi
*0<1 . Jove. It k childhood made dinne^od
motherhood sanctified God s blessing isuoon

f.nn? C?h<?le,I'¦.»««*»«« .» '»n..ly ties an* «£
uoas. Ibis Is the children's day especially and
eacn child has the light 01 chrlstmat upon hu

dle%'S'Jtu"eTte0me'trVm lhat cra"

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH.
This church was beautifully decorated for tbe

Christmas services and the attendance was large,
ihe new pastor, Dr. Alger, took bis test Irora
Luke n., 14.."Glory to God in t.'ie highest and
on earth peace, good will toward men." Christ
tame on earth, spid the preacher, to show men ttie
wjy to hearen, and He did so not so much by
what he said but by what He did. His exempie

TA' 'r.omi atlvenl peace and good wiii and it

loundam nme^ t0.pat.tern lU,er »*. 11 was I"® great
.iik-rt In .h

Cnnatiamty. and those who

rlo . ij ^e. roa<J l*e pointed out would snrelv

?,i» i
10 ln 16 *ln8d°ni. He iiitu gone to pre-

hiirf* LnH s? ?h0 S0UKtit alter llun with a

ni « yon trite heart. This is tue birthday
onlT and wei1 Celoved son o( mm

&nnf«r,a" good and perfect gilt a come, and
®n nia>>e It a aay oi leasuug let us

we have ,prayer- Let us man* God in"?
ble«sed »on.

See auot(ler birthday ul His

A^.'Le. .u,*'c rendered on the occasion was the

How(^?,hr!Vfi? »
the organist, .ir. Edward

herd*'" nA».,?u Anthem, "And mere were .Shep.
.«

Miss Wells, "oior a

PraVer i'<* '«.?"rt's twelith nia«s, and the Lord's
rrayer, 4c.. chauted sotto i<oce.

TRINITY CHAPEL.
Trinity Chapel yesterday morning was exceed-

ingiy well attended, in iact it was wltU dlfflcuity
that seats could be furnished to those who enrered
alter tbe commencement of tlio seirioes. The
floral decorat.ons were simple but cirective. The

GnSL^5aj:Ma by Pv- 0lmstea<l ati'l tue lessons

Diiuittl* »r[n?»r? ,Ex/re,ais>" ('i">ert, in c; ".Nunc

lective manner,
¦e mun was delivered b/Rev. 15" Swone wi o

ciitnd Sn."!1 text 'J* ^'oniitbians, iv., 9,10. ..Per'e-
cuted, out not jorsakeo: cast iinwn ,r t ,z.

dyimf 01'tn'e fl? |0Jearin° ahout i"'the bod'v tue*
oymg 01 the l>ord Jesus, that the life also rr lomit

niignt be made mauiiest in our mortal flesh " Ac
tue clone oi the discourse the aacTamont wm t>*.

takep 01 by the majority ol the congregation alwi
a collection made lor^he benJflt oi [he poor? '

ST. ANN S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Dacbauer's Third Mass. written especially lor

the dedication of st Ann's churcn five yoars ago
was the musical feature tbere yesterday. Jt is i
very dramatic and effective work, exceedingly
ingenious in its treatment and contrasts of color
and lull or those impressive ensembles toat lend
such a grandeur to tbe opera, Tue soloists were
Mile. Henrietta Corradi, s .prano, whose sJogm«
of the highly descriptive "Agnus Dei- was char¬
acterized by a thoroughly finished and artistic

uZl,:,hM1!e',°CUne ^"'.contralto, who dls.

SSS'^JXgZ
°£E,Bsns& 7ssn£i£s&
eminent oSlst Mr?"oiieDachauer" At Ihe

S?~Auh r^
lacking yesterday ro do ilttinir honnr >n

pswsajs S
St y Hev. ratner Lvuch. with Rpv pn»,,n,.

SP o'q^^ a;
sons and exuortatiotfa.drew ma^ ^tractive les-"
CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT.

In a&r«hurctl' °° Ma<,lsoa ®»enue, was decorated
in a rery proiuse and tasteful manner yesterday.
Kvergreeus depended from the centre and huiig
graceiuliy over on each side of the edifice, foru lmr
a series of wreaths of »reat beauty and effect
The altar was also decorated wltn simple ever-

greens, which hid the woodwork almost entirely
The general eflect was charming. The attendance
was good.

pKreac&e<1 the Christmas sermon and

^ JeCt"11,e Incarnatlon of Christ,-'
and aliuded to tue goodness of the Ood who would

Su'I n^f,' 8Ct t0 8avC aaa tr0tt> tbe effects of

rS5sr*'s-i'-
Lfwm on°.V. -U«r« PSPtSS^-Of«"»F
V'enite, J. Fiorle, «Kllorli2»^VteSrier* -mv?W
»S^rlaJ'S^iSVJ.a,Tntei8'; ^
service was a very lung one, ana was an
whole, very beautiful.

' 1,10

GRACE CHURCH.
Tbe services at this popular and fashionable

church yesterday were lu toe usual elaborate style
always shown on Clfrtatmas Day. The attendance
was. In great part, made up of strangers, the
regular pew holders not being on haud in their
usual lorce. Through inefficiency or the attend¬
ants a great many people who might have been
provided with seats were kept uneasily standing
tnroughout the service.
The decorations of the church were in very good

taste. Evergreens in profusion were hung nil
over the edifice. Along each pillar depended mas¬
sive rolls ol these irom the celling to the floor.
Bunches and brancnes of leaves were pieced at

equal distances along tne sid* walls. The most

striking p int, however, was the decoration ol
the altar, which was literally burled beneath the
evergieens. with here aud there a rosette, lotraed
of a huge bouquet, brightening up tne effect or
Hie whole. Here and there these eouquets were
placed all sbuutihe altar and ptiiplt.
Tne music was consistent with ttie good reputa¬

tion of tne church in tin*regard, though tbe ctiuir
Is anything but a stroug one ju»i now. Home very
ambiilous attempts were maue. The organ wax
managed with thorough skill. The musical por¬
tion oi the service began with an opening antnein
from Luke, ii.. 10, U."Behold, I oring you good
tidings," a composition ol J. (Joss, lhe remainder
or tne programme was as roiiows:.-Venue,"
Fisher; I'salms 19, 45, b5; "Ulorias," in F,
BerUioid lours; "re Dcnm," iu H tlat, Dud-
ley Buck; "Jubilate Deo," in C, Dudley Buck;
Hymn 17, Mendelssohn; ..Olorm Tioi;" Anthem,
recitative and aria irom "Messiah," Handel,
Isaiah, vit.. M; *1., s>; Matthew, i., 2.;.-Behold, a
virgin shall conceive."' And atter the sermon mo
..Ortertory'' w.issung, with more taste than any¬
thing else ou tile programme.
A short sermon, or rather address, was deliv¬

ered by 'he rector, Rev. Dr. lien y Totter, who
spoke of the importance or tha Christmas in the
Christian laith and the benutiiui significance or
the day. subsequently a communion service was
held.

___

ST. PAUL'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Tbe lervtces at this church, in llTth street, ys.

terday, at half-past ten A. M., were or a solemn
and impressive character, the altar being beauti-
tally decorated with .'lowers and evergreens.
Rev. Father O'Kcete acted as celebrant and

Rev. Father McCuirc delivered an eloquent ser-
mou on the gospel or tne day, ana also a stirnug
apj eai in benaif of the orphans.

lhe music consisted of (.enerilll's Mass, in o,
with Uaydn'a "Sanctus"' and "Airnus1' No. 2, exe¬
cuted m tne most artistic manner by tr.equaiiet
oi the ctiurcu.Mrs. Charles Hamilton, soprano:
Miss Ague." Dowdall, a.to; Mr. M. Donovan, tenor;
Mr. Phuip F. suilivan. baritone.under the direc¬
tion oi the organist, Mr. H. Mai urn.

CflCRCH OF ST. VINCENT FERRER.
The Dominican church, dtxty-flltb street and

Lextugtou avenue, presented a brilliant appear¬
ance at high mass yAterdav. lhe body of the
cburcn was crowded with earnest devotees. On
tne attar. Which b.azed witfc light, richly mantled
ministers and attendant acolytes moved to and
no, while the strains ui organ and choir awakene.1
tne devotion or tne congregation.
Haydn's Imperial Mass was rendered m good

styie by the choir uuuer tno direction ol tno
onanist, Mr. linn'Cliel. Miss Louise .Morrison
Fiset sang the liviuu Salmans nostra'' to an
aria or \eidl. LsmblliOtteN t nri*imus Antiiem,
I'as'.on--, in O, was also rendered with much either.
M.iis vrrtS ue>ebrated by Falliui McKruuii, aisisteu
byFatheis ttlibger and Deinciinii. as deucub uud
.ub ueaiu n respectively. he set mon ** as preaciied
by father Daier, wtio onoso io, ins text uie llrst
cuaptt'r ot Si. Jonu, Hist aod leotli verses, t nduikf,
"ile ram-* unto nis own and Ins own received him
not." i nin idea was tne prominent one oi tne dis¬
course, and on it tne preacher hliittcd all Ins ex¬
hortations, painting to Ins tlsi'.ucrs lu plain colors

how many of those woo real the gospel and wen
horrified ut the conduct oI the Jews. did. spiritu¬
ally speaking. the same thing tnemseives Taej
had.many of them.resisted the import unities 01
nil- Chuicli to come and make the acquaintance o(
Christ, not as the infant God of Bethlehem, out aa
the universal Saviour, who had on the
cross ut Calvary expiated the sins ol
mankind from me beginning ot the world.
Iheynad tieen called upon to contemplite Hi»

nlorious birth, deatn and resurrection; those
three wonder* ol merry and omuipotence whlcli
had combined to cotnplere tli« grand tragedy o:
uie Ood Man's visit to the footstool. That visit,
the object ot which was the ledemptlonof a lost
race, a uegenerate race who did not leceive or
seem to know ir.etr Ood.

Tlie occasion, the preacher said, was one on
whicu the uioJern prototypes ol the Jews01 old
would do wen to put aside ttieir indifference, and,
like the wise men of the East, come to rhe stable
at Bethlehem and pruUe tue new born King.
The conclusion ol me sermon was an eioquem

exliortatioii to an exulting junilee a' the adveut
of the .-aviour, the practice of whose teacniiigi
was the keystone of true eartnly uappm;ss.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY.
A vast multitude availed themselves ol the op.

portunlty to hear the really excelleut music ren
dered at the C!.urch of toe Holy Trinity yesterday
morning. Not a scat remained uuoccup.ed, and
many people were compelled to stand id the
aisles dur.ug the entire service, which was ex*

ceedlngly leugtby, but highly interesting withal.
The church was magnificently decorated with
evergreens and rare (Towers, and pieseuted a pie
lure in every way pleasing.
besides a lull and well-trained chorus then

were present tue fallowing well-known soloists:.
Signora Maria Salvittl. soprano; Mrs. J. M. David
sun, eontraito; John J. I), irenor, tenor, ane
Adolpho .sohst. basso, all uudcr the conductorsliii
oi Mr. f>. H. Warreu.
The services began w:th Handel's "?ailelnjab

Chorus" and was lollowed by "Venlte Exalte-
mus," Warren: "pioria I'atri," King; "Te Deum
Laudamus." Warren; "Jubilate i»eo," Mozart;
"Hark! the Herald Anirels Sing," Mendelssohn:
"Gloria TU>i," Warren; -Tortuguese llvmn," ana
an offertor.v anthem by Handel.

'I he sermon was by the rector, Rev. Dr. Tyng,
the entire service concluding with the holy com¬
munion.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH.
St. Bartholomew's church, corner of Madtaon

avenue ana Forty-fourth street, contained a large
congregation at the services in the forenoon. The
interior of the church was very sparingly dressed
with "Christmas favors," a few emblems and
.devices around the chancel comprising the only
stock and store, but in lieu thereof a very floe
programme of tpusic was glvcp..

ltev. Dr. Cook, the rcctor, preached from Luks
II., 15:."And it came to pa-s as tne angels were

gone away irom mem into heaven, the shepherds
said ouo to another, let us now go even unto
Bethlehem and sea this tiling whlcn Is couie to
pass, which the Lord Iiath made known unto a*."
Ihe airival ol the Messiah, be began, had long
been ti<e hope of the Jews. Hut it is seldom that
expec ations are lully realized, lie came to His
own and they received Him not.
At the time ol His b:rtn shepherds were keep-

ing watch over their Hocks, wheu they were vis¬
ited by a troop ol angels, 'l uo heavenly visitants
told them of the infant Messiah, and tue men de¬
termined to verily their declaration. We will
consider the meaus employed to carry out this
resolution, and also Us eflect on the whole of
Christendom. The shepherds' taith, before iney
saw how cacti part ol the promise of the angels
was luHllted, may have been small; but when
they beneld every particle realized tlieT were con-
vinced of the babe's divine origin. So it Is with
us. Onr religion is a religion ot facts. The hu¬
man iniud w«b never more hemmed in by evidence
man it is by the trutns of Christianity. Christ's
coming brotig.it. jov both to anyels and to men,
and has ever since linked time to eternity.

CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN.
The festivities at the Episcopal Church of St.

Mary the Virgin, in Forty-fifth street, between
Broadway and Eighth avenue, were commenced
with the high celeoratlon at midnight, tbe maas

beiug sung by Rev. Fattier Noyes. In the morn¬
ing there was a low celebratiou and prayers. At
hall-past ten, ut the hign celebration, the edlflce
was crowdeil to excess. The altar wus tasteiully
decorated with floral designs and the service most
sdlemu anu impressive. Rev. Father Brown was
the celebrant, the mass performed oetng Haydn's
Imperial Mass No. ^ Frolessor George H. Pren¬
tice presided at the organ, and wds supported by
lull cnorus and an orcnestral accompaniment,
'ihe mass was periormed entire, not a single note
being omitted. Rev. Fattier Noyes preached a
short sermon on "Christ in jrou, the hope of
glory."
CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS.
At the Church of the Holy Innocents, corner of

Thirty-seventh street and Broadway, services
were tield at various times during the morning,
At hall-past ten solemn high mass was celebrated
by Rev. Father Larken, assisted by Rev. Father
GalUgan. The liigli altar was brilliantly Illumi¬
nated and decorated with offerings of choice ex¬
otics.
A scene representing the Infant Havlour In His

manger at Bethleiiem, with uuulature augela
hovering over it, the whole surmounted by an an¬
tique matched roof, had been artistically prepared
and was viewed by tno cougregatlou as they
passed by in procession.
Rev. Father Remolds preached an effective

sermon ou Jesus, the King oi Kings, the Saviour
and Redeemer ot the world.

THE DAY IN THE INSTITUTIONS.

ST. Vincent's home fob boys.
Christmas was kept bright and early at the 8b

Vincent's Home (or Boys, at No. 63 Warren street.
About 250 buys ars cared for by this Institution,
under the direction of rather Drurujroole. The
boys who had slept in ihe institution entered the
ctiapel at lour in the morning, ti>e sacrament oi
baptism was Administered at a quarter past Tout
and the first mass was celebrated at ball-past lour.
A sermon was preached at tins mas3, and most ot
the large boys approacued holy communion. Two
masses lollowed up to six o'clock, and breakfast
was partaKen of at seven o'clock. There was a
distribution of clotiung to tne smaller children at
cigbt; and at half-past one was the great and
principal feature of tne day.namety, the Curiafr
mas dinner.winch consisted or turkey, celery,
cranbeiry sauce, poultry, plum pudding, mashed
potatoes, vegetables, fruits, pies, coifee and cakes.
A mipper at lial-past seven finished the
Christmas celcbratiou aud terminated a
day loi.g to be remembered Dy tue boys,
j lie Christmaa dinner was luruls.ied at tho ex¬
pense or Mi. Dennis O'Oonoaue, broker, No. 103
Chambers MtreeT. About tniriy or forty
ladles and gentlemen, imst of the latter
muuiters oi at. Vincent de Cam's con¬
ferences, waited on the children and attended to
their wants. Ciotnin? is very mucu needed loi
the uojs oi this houie, and cast-oil clotiung will
be tnankiully uccepted. Tue tail oi Koseberry'i
'.nttie bootnlack' was inquired alter by tne
Hekai.d reporter, and was found to be pursuing
his studies very sulisidctonly at Si. t'lancu
Xuvier's College, Sixteenth street.

THE NEWSBOYS' LODGING HOUSE.
The Newsboys' Lodging House, in New Chauk

bers street, one of ilie institutiona of the Chil¬
dren's Aid Society, aud whlcn Is under the direc¬
tion of Mr. O'Connor, celebrated Christmas very
appropriately yesterday. Tho boys diued at the
aristocratic hour of hair-past six o'clock in the
evening, m their large dining room, an apart¬
ment as spacious as Deimonico's banquet-
ting hall in Fifth avenue. It was deco-
rated with evergreens, bannerets and na-
iiuna; Hags. About «00 boys sat down
to tue very substantial repast under ihe presi¬
dency oi Mi. Fleiss, wine merchant, No. 40 Broad¬
way, wuo Kindly dedajed the expense ol the diu-
ncr. uu tlie withdrawal ot the ciotn and the in¬
troduction oi dessert HDd codec Senator Couk-
ling, commissioner Uaiie.r, Frank Howe, Col¬
lector Artnur ami other prominent gentlemen ae-
in ered very appropriate addresses. In the inter¬
vals oi me si.uoi ues tne company indulged In
musical c.\ercisi'ii. indeed, tue dinner was in ail
respects alter tne manner of a Deimonico banquet.
Evening dre*s did not generally prevail, and win*
was uoi canon >zed very much; but. m many otliei
essential respects tne boys did tne best tney con it
to imitate the "swel s," as they call tne gentle
men to w.ioni tlicv *ell#e*vspapeis up town. To
dav tuc boys wuo ure regularly connected with tin
home will each receive a pair oi shoes, warn
socks ami two shirts, one oi tno arrangcmenti
oi the institution includes a ' wash day" on I'liur*
day, and the boys oil tnat. day can have then
washing done ireo of charge. a* an niustra
iicn oi the prevalence oi pruuent habits amont
the buys, u may be suited tuat the savings oaul
oi the institution will need enlargement. Tner<
arc no ctaupartnierits in the saie lor the noys
savings, out the number of depositors is increa*-
ini so last that the compartments are not ade'
quale. i he savings average aoojt, $iou a m«nih
WliOli the moaey IS withdrawn ny t.ne Ijojs it is
either lor me purchase of clothing or lor depesit
in one oi tn.I regular savings banks, or to assist
mem when they '-go West.1'

THE HOWAID MISSION.
The Home lor Little Wanderers, known as tM

Howaid Mission, No. 40 N'ew Bowerv, was, irom
early in Hie morning until the shades or eveulng
yesterday, a scene oi exquisite enjoyment lor ti,e
little children or both sexes, lairing the-day
about tOU i'h lid ren were entertained, partaking oi
a luncheon ai nan.pant eleven o'clock. Each cm id
also received toys, n package ol candy,
and the ilt'.iy ones a pair of warm


